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I have been chosen to serve as Chairperson of the forthcoming FASEB (Federation of 
American Societies for Experimental Biology) Summer Conference'of "Ubiquitirt and Proteifi 
Breakdown". This meeting will be held Jun&20-2S,i 199J at the Vermont Aqademy, Saxtori 
River, Vermont. This meeting’s format will resemble that of the Gordon Conferences and 
brings together ~150 investigators from diverse scientific disciplines for intense research 
discussions over a 5--day perio<K 

The past few years have witnessed dramatic advances in our knowledge about the 
mechanisms of intracellular protein degradation and about the importance of , ubiquitin in this 
process, and in cell regulation generally. This meeting will focus on recent developments 
concerning the biochemistry, genetics, and cell biology of ubiquitin and ATP-dependent 
proteases, and the mechanisms that regulate protein breakdown in microbial, animal, and plant 
cells. It is now clear that the levels of many critical en 2 ymes and regulatory proteins are 
determined in large part by their rates of ubiquitination and degradation. Conference speakers 
win cover such diverse topics as the structural features that determine protein stability, the role 
of ubiquitin-mediated degradation in the cell cycle and oncology, protein breakdown in plants, 
muscle atrophy, , and antigen processing. The program will emphasize the importance of 
proteolysis in human diseases (e.g. cystic fibrosisy Alzheimer’s disease, amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, and cancer) and in biotechnology, where rapid degradation of cloned proteins often 
limits their expression. In addition, the program will venture into new technologies with wide 
applications that now make it possible to manipulate degradation rates of proteins either by 
redesign of the protein or by redesign of the proteolytic machinery. 

This conference should be particularly useful and influential since it is the only meeting 
devoted to this rapidly developing area. The growth of the field is best illustrated by attendance 
at this biennial meeting. The first FASEB conference drew 89 participants in 1989, the 1991 
meeting drew 150, and in 1993 we expect that the conference will be oversubscribed. The first 
two FASEB meetings were highly successful and helped catalyze progress in many aspects of 
this field. We are confident that this year’s meeting will be equally successful, as the past two 
years have witnessed many exciting new developments. This year’s conference is being 
advertized by FASEB and the initial response has been tremendous. 
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As can be seen from our preliminary program (see attached), almost 40 participants have 
accepted our invitations to speak; most of these speakers are leading investigators in the field 
of protein breakdown and/or general cell biology. They come from North. American, Europe, 
Japan, Israel, and Australia. In addition, we anticipate extensive poster sessions where 
investigators can present informally their recent findings. Presenters of posters with especially 
interesting findings will be selected to present short talks (—5-10 min) on their work at a session 
held on the final day. This format will encourage the participation of new investigators in the 
field. 


To help fund the bringing together of these leading scientists, we are trying to raise at 
least $25,000 to provide partial support for speakers’ travel, board, room, and registration 
expenses. Therefore, we are writing to you to request a financial contribution to help us meet 
these costs. As a prior supporter of this meeting, we feel you are aware of the importance of 
protein degradation to biotechnology and understand the significance of this meeting. We wish 
to cover expenses of senior invited participants, especially those key individuals outside the 
United States whose attendance is important for success of the meeting, and those with limited 
travel funds. We also wish to support at least 15 especially promising young investigators who 
might otherwise not be able to attend. Any financial help you can give will be gratefully 
appreciated by the organizers and conferees and will be publicly acknowledged in the program. 

Your checks should?be marked "Ubiquitin Gohferencelfand made payable to: 

EASEB'^-^ ;; 

9650> Rbekville Mke 

Bethesfe, MD‘ ‘'2081% 

We thank you in advance for your consideration on this request. If you would like more 
details about the meeting, do not hesitate to contact me at the above address or by phone: (608) 
262-8215 (office) or by FAX (608) 262-4743 or the Vice Chairperson of the conference Dr, J, 
Fred Dice, Tufts University (617) 956-0407 (office) or by FAX (617) 956-0445. 

Thanks again for your support. 

Sincerely, 

-KbKaiiFDP^stra^ PIkDj 

Chairperson, 1993 FASEB Summer Conference 

For: J. Fred Dice, Ph.D 

Vice Chairperson 1993 FASEB Summer Conference 

Alfred L. Goldberg, Ph.D 

Chairperson, 1991 FASEB Summer Conference 
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